406 MEN AND EVENTS OF MY TIME IN INDIA.  CHAP. xvn.

Government had offered every chance to trade, and had inter-
fered only when, under the peculiar circumstances of the
threatened or distressed country, the commercial resources
were demonstrably insufficient or wholly impotent. It was
observable also that, during this time, trade had been extra-
ordinarily active in all the districts which it could reach, and
where, but for it, there would have been scarcity.

It was indeed most unfortunate that the drought visited in
its worst form the densely peopled tracts which were far away
from the nearest railway. These tracts depended for their com-
munication upon the very water carriage which from the
nature of the case was cut off on this dire occasion. Thus it
happened that the trade became powerless and Government was
obliged to supply the needful. The lesson to be learnt there-
from was this, that such tracts must not be left without com-
munication by rail. Had a railway existed in Behar and
northern Bengal in 1874, countless cares and labours would
have been avoided, and a large part of. the relief expenditure
saved, The lesson has indeed been learnt with effect, for those
tracts of country now have their railways, which advantages
they doubtless owe to the famine of 1874.

Afterwards in 1880, when the Indian Famine Commission
was sitting, the evidence shewed that had railways existed
there in 1874, offering due facilities to trade, perhaps half of
the total expenditure incurred by Government on that occasion
might have been obviated.

It may indeed be conceded to the critics that the relief given
to the distressed was liberal and unstinted, that.the object was
to secure effectually the preservation of life, and that for the
complete attainment of this object neither labour nor expense
was spared. This was the policy which, to the best of our
understanding, we were ordered to pursue, and which we
unhesitatingly pursued. The object, then, was absolutely
attained; a contest with famine was undertaken and was won
conclusively. "Whether any lesser resistance to so dread an
enemy as famine would have sufficed is doubtful; and the
doubts which might be felt on this point will have been